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States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 26, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 27. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 23, 2006 

Good morning. This week I traveled to 
New York City to address the United Nations 
General Assembly. In my speech to the lead-
ers gathered there, I spoke about a more 
hopeful world that is within our reach—a 
world beyond terror, where ordinary men 
and women are free to determine their own 
destiny, where the voices of moderation are 
empowered, and where the extremists are 
marginalized by the peaceful majority. 

I said that every nation must make a 
choice: We can support the moderates and 
reformers working for change across the 
broader Middle East, or we can yield the fu-
ture to the terrorists and extremists. America 
has made its choice: We’re standing with the 
moderates and reformers. 

In New York, I met with two such leaders, 
President Talabani of Iraq and President 
Abbas of the Palestinian Authority. In my 
meeting with President Talabani, I told him 
that America will continue to support Iraq’s 
democratic Government as it makes the 
tough decisions necessary to bring security 
and prosperity to the Iraqi people. I assured 
President Talabani that America will not 
abandon the Iraqi people in their struggle 
to defeat the terrorists and build a free soci-
ety in the heart of the Middle East. 

In my meeting with President Abbas, I 
told him that America remains committed to 
the vision of two democratic states, Israel and 
Palestine, living side by side in peace and 
security. President Abbas shares this goal. 
He’s working hard to oppose violent extrem-
ists and build a society in which the Pales-
tinian people can raise their children in peace 
and hope. By supporting moderate leaders 

such as President Abbas, the United States 
can help Israelis and Palestinians build a 
more hopeful future and achieve the peace 
we all want in the Holy Land. 

Next week, I will host a meeting at the 
White House with two courageous leaders, 
President Karzai of Afghanistan and Presi-
dent Musharraf of Pakistan. These two lead-
ers are working to defeat the forces of ter-
rorism and extremism. Under President 
Musharraf, Pakistan is siding with the forces 
of freedom and moderation and helping to 
defend the civilized world. Many Pakistani 
forces have given their lives in the fight 
against terrorists. President Musharraf un-
derstands the stakes in the war on terror be-
cause the extremists have tried more than 
once to assassinate him. They know he’s a 
threat to their aspirations because he’s work-
ing to build modern democratic institutions 
that could provide an alternative to radi-
calism. And it is in America’s interest to help 
him succeed. 

In Afghanistan, President Karzai continues 
the work of building a safer and brighter fu-
ture for his nation. Today, forces from more 
than 40 countries, including members of the 
NATO Alliance, are bravely serving side by 
side with Afghan forces. These forces are 
fighting the extremists who want to bring 
down the free Government that the people 
of Afghanistan have established. America and 
its allies will continue to stand with the peo-
ple of Afghanistan as they defend their 
democratic gains. Working with President 
Karzai’s Government, we will defeat the en-
emies of a free Afghanistan and help the Af-
ghan people build a nation that will never 
again oppress them or be a safe haven for 
terrorists. 

In the broader Middle East, the world 
faces a straightforward choice: We can allow 
that region to continue on the course it was 
headed before September the 11th, and a 
generation from now, our children will face 
a region dominated by terrorist states and 
radical dictators armed with nuclear weap-
ons; or we can stop that from happening by 
confronting the ideology of hate and helping 
the people of the Middle East build a future 
of hope. All civilized nations, especially those 
in the Muslim world, are bound together in 
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this struggle between moderation and extre-
mism. By working together, we will roll back 
this grave threat to our way of life, we will 
help the people of the Middle East claim 
their freedom, and we will leave a safer and 
more hopeful world for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
September 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 22 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his address, the President referred to President 
Jalal Talabani of Iraq; President Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and President 
Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Business Leaders on the U.S.- 
Lebanon Partnership Fund 
September 25, 2006 

I’ve just had a fascinating discussion with 
four business leaders and members of my ad-
ministration, all of whom are strategizing on 
how to help the good people of Lebanon re-
cover from the recent crisis. 

Our goal and our mission is to help Leba-
nese citizens and Lebanese businesses not 
only recover but to flourish, because we be-
lieve strongly in the concept of a democracy 
in Lebanon. Right from the beginning of the 
crisis, I had stated that our objective is to 
help the Siniora Government—the Siniora 
Government, which is a democratically elect-
ed government. And now we’ve got generous 
citizens of the United States, people who are 
very busy in their own right, who are willing 
to step forward and to strategize and raise 
monies to help people in Lebanon. 

And this is a very important mission for 
our country. It’s a public/private partnership. 
Our Federal Government has committed 
$250 million; OPEC, [OPIC] * under Chair-
man Mosbacher’s lead, has arranged financ-
ing. And now private-sector individuals and 

businesses will work together to send a clear 
message to the Lebanese people: We care 
about you; we want you to live in a free soci-
ety; we’ve got great hopes for you; we believe 
in your Prime Minister, Prime Minister 
Siniora; and we will back up our words with 
actions. 

So I appreciate John Chambers, who has 
taken the lead for this group, and I appre-
ciate you all taking time to go over to Leb-
anon and show the face of America. We’re 
a compassionate people; we care when peo-
ple suffer; and we care about the type of gov-
ernments that people live under. And we 
strongly support the young democracies in 
the Middle East; we support the democracy 
of Lebanon; we support the democracy of 
Iraq. And our dream is one day for there 
to be a Palestinian democracy living side by 
side in peace with Israel. 

Thank you all very much for your commit-
ment. May God bless the good people of 
Lebanon. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:38 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of 
Lebanon; and John T. Chambers, president and 
chief executive officer, Cisco Systems, Inc. 

Remarks Following a Tour of Meyer 
Tool, Inc., in Cincinnati, Ohio 
September 25, 2006 

I’ve come to this company because, first 
of all, I like to honor the entrepreneurial spir-
it. We’ve got a father and a son who are run-
ning this company and making sure of two 
things: One, they’re on the leading edge of 
technological change; and two, they got a 
workforce that is trained and prepared to be 
able to provide product. 

This is a company that has benefitted from 
the tax cuts. They’ve increased their employ-
ment by about 125 over the past 12 months. 
They’ve expanded because of the bonus de-
preciation schedule—in other words, the tax 
cuts encouraged them to buy equipment, and 
when you buy equipment, you expand your 
business. Plus, this is a company that bene-
fitted from the cut in the individual income 
tax rates—this is a subchapter S. 
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